Dr. Dick Covey played an integral role in the very beginnings of NASA’s missions
and space exploration. Below we can see a bar graph that visualizes the allotted
budget for NASA since its inception in the late 1950’s. It’s clear that due to the
national attention on the space race, NASA's budget was at its peak. In fact, the
2021 budget proposed by President Joe Biden will be the highest allotted
budget since the early 1970’s, when the budget’s steep decline began.
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NASA has never been underfunded compared to other
countries with their focus on space exploration. The
United States’ budget for Space Exploration is much
larger than all other countries of the world. The next
largest budget comes from China, who has become
increasingly interested in space travel in recent years.
China became only the third country to send humans
into space in 2003, over four decades after the United
States and Soviet Union accomplished this during the
Space Race.
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Along with international competition in space exploration,
several private corporations have extended their resources
$390m

Apollo (1961-1 972)

Gemini (1961-1966) Boeing Starliner Soyuz SpaceX Dragon 2 -
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NASA’s primary competition is not a foreign nation, but the
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U.S. based company, SpaceX. In recent years, SpaceX has
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garnered the attention of the American public for its
comparatively inexpensive spacecrafts and clear goals for
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the future of exploration. Namely, the potential to “ferry
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people to Mars for permanent habitation” (The Planetary
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It’s not too much of a stretch to assume that without NASA’s pioneering research and
expeditions in the 20th century, private corporations and foreign nations would not have
the knowledge or drive to make the giant leaps they are making today. A third of NASA’s
current budget does not go towards space travel, but towards further research in
aeronautics and planetary science. SpaceX has no interest in studying non-habitable
planets, as it would not produce a profit, so NASA is an essential part of humanity’s space
exploration. This is why it may seem that SpaceX is making larger strides than NASA in
recent years, as their entire focus is space travel. Along with this, it’s very likely that SpaceX
would not exist in the same manner it does today without previous support from NASA,
who began investing in private companies in 2006 hoping that private companies could
soon provide cargo to the International Space Station (The Planetary Society).
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